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THE TWELVTH ANNUAL 
LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 


About one hundred and 


twenty-five 


delegates assembled at Sandhills, _Dem- 
erara River for this big annual event. On 
August 18, the Berbice-Demerara train 


brought to Georgetown the majority of 
the delegates from whence they boarded 
buses and journeyed to Atkinson Field Air 
Port. From there they were conveyed in 
launches to the elevated banks of the 
Demerara where the Luther League projects 
a school and a hostel, built in ferro- 
concrete commanded the full view of the 
young ‘People who had worked hard and long 
for the fulfilment of these dreams. 


These new buildings stand between the 
older wooden Church and Catechist’s House 
and altogether comprise a compound of 
which ourwhole Churchcan be justly proud. 


Since all thought was for so many years 
preoccupied with this building project, an 
appropriate theme indeed was chosen for 
Convention, namely, “GOD THE 
MASTER BUILDER.” 


On Thursday evening the Vice-president 
of the Church, Pastor F. Leland Ingalls, 
preached on the sub-theme “God the 
Creator’ during the dedication of the new 
buildings and Pastor E, Gene Vosseler read 
the liturgy. The act of Dedication per- 
formed by Pastor Ingalls was followed by 
the Service of Holy Communion at which 
over !25 persons received the Lord’s Supper. 


With such a glorious and inspiring start 
the proceedings continued from day to day 
to fill the hearts of our youths with the 
spiritual and educational fare brought to 


/ them by various speakers. 


On Friday morning, Mr. Herbert Barron, 
a member of the Executive Committee, 


preached on “God builds the person, 
during the devotions and Dr. G. Gordon 
Parker, atterwards, i gave a lecture on” 
“Christianity and Communisn.”’ 


In the afterncon, Miss Ruth Zartman’ 
lectured on Sunday School work and choose 
as her subject ‘““God’s Master Builders.” 
During the devotional hour Mr- Rupert King 
preached on “God Builds the Family” 
The evening was spent ina very enjoyable 
song-festival and the reading ,of League 
reports. 


On Saturday morning, Mr- Edward 
Sewdat, a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, preached on ‘God Builds Society,” 
after which the Business Session followed. 


Anew Constitution was adopted, subject 
to the approval of the Church, ‘and will be 
put into effect for a trial period of one year. 
This new constitution gives far wider and 
more equitable representation on the Exe- 
cutive Committee and provides opportunity 
for greater activity. 


The following officers are:— 


Mr. Seigfred Lyken — President 

Mr. Albert Hugh — Vice-President 

Miss Lolita DeJonge — Secretary 

Mr, Herbert Barron — Treasurer 

Miss Eva Munro — Representing 
the retiring 
President 


Pastor H.C. Magalee 
three other members will be later chosen 
from among the District President.) 


The traditional banquet and of Miss 
Luther League for 1955 took place on 
Saturday evening. Mr. {Stephen Muttoo 
presidedand after a hearty dinner the guest- 
speaker, Dr. Theo L. Vaughan, Professor 
of Sociology from the U.S.A., gave a heart- 
warming address on ‘Social Life.” Eight 
petite young ladies paraded before the 
critical eyes of delegates and by their ap- 
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plaud selected Miss Thelma Lutchman, as 
Miss Luther League for 1955. Heré was an 
appropriate opportunity of saying farewell to 
the President and Vice - President of the 
Luther League both of whom were shortly 
leaving for the United States. Mr. Stephen 
Muttoo was presented with a gold-embossed 
leather - bound edition of the Common 
Service Book and Mr. Victor Munro received a 
Parker Fountain Pen. Both of these young 
men had served the League outstandingly 
in their respective capacities and the en- 
tire Luther League wishes them Godspeed. 


On Sunday morning, Pastor Ingalls 
preached at Matins on the subject ‘God 
Builds the Nation’ and in the afternoon 
Miss Marianne Fague spoke on “Giving our 
Best” during the Sunday School hour. 


The message for the Sunday Vespers was 
preached by Mr. Stephen Muttoo and his 
subject was “God Builds for Eternity.” 
During this service representations from the 
various leagues presented their spportion- 
ment as follows:— 


Leagues which went above their apportion- 


ment: 

Name Parish Amount 
Ebenezer New Amsterdam 240.00 
Calvary Georgetown Lisa.) 
Epiphany if 66.00 
St. Thomas Canje & Lower 76.00 

Berbice 
Good Shepherd, West Coast 45.00 
Berb ice 
Salem East Coast 3.1.00 
Holy Trinity Buxton 41.00 
Bethany Upper East 19.00 
Coast 


Leagues which made their apportionment: 


Name Parish Amoun: 
St. Catherine Lower Berbice 36.60 
: River 
Grace Upper Berbice 30.00 
River 
Reformation * + Fy andes OD) 
Mt. Hermon - 4 te 22.00 
Mt. Carmel Upper Berbice 46.00 
River 
Redeemer East Coast 36.00 
St. Mary tf mt ‘a 84.00 
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Leagues which fell below their 
apportionment 


Name Parish Amount 
St. Philio Skeldon 25.08 
Emmanuel _ 16.02 
St. John Lower 
Corentyne 24.36 
St. James - , 2502 
St- Michael - é 9.94 
Transfiguration Canje 60.00 
Christ West Coast | 7.00 
Hope ‘5 f | 2.00 
Advent iv hs 23.00 
Resurrection eg * 9.00 
St. Matthew Upper 
East Coast 26.00 
Holy 
Communion, East Coast | 6.00 
Sadhu Sundar ; 
St btbeliag 2 21.00 
Mt. Zion Demerara River Slave 
Grand Total $I, 320.27 


Leagues which contributed nothiny | 


St: Bartholomew Fyrish Road, Corentyne 


St. Peter Fyrish, Corentyne 


St. Stephen Bush Lot, Corentyne 


St. Luke Cromarty, Corentye 
St. Andrew  . Le Ressouvenir E.C. Dem. 
Swargia Vani Lusignan, E. C. Dem. 


This amount brings the total amount con- 
tributed to date for the objective to 
$3,270.67 The sum of $1,022.15 is yet re- 
quired to liquidate the cost of the objective. 


The entire Luther League is deeply in- 
debted t6 Pastor and Mrs. P. G. Hansen, 
Catechist and Mrs. Rupert King and the 
good people of Mt. Zion Church for all 
the’ kindnesses they demonstrated during 
the Convention. 


With all delegates proudly wearing their 
badges made of special Luther League 
ribbon, and with everyone at all times 
wearing happy smiles, one was assured thut 
everyone had a really enjoyable and blessed 
time at Mt. Zion, Sandhills. 


ee 
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THE BERBICE RIVER PARISH 
PASTOR H. C. MAGALEE 


The Swan at the Big Itabru— 


Scores of Lutheran men work in the log- 
ging industry in the upper reaches of the 
Rio Berbice - from thirty to fifty miles 
beyond Kwakwani. In the course of time 
the Pastor has often been invited to visit 
these timber grants and to services. Be- 
cause of the hazards of transportation and 
other discouraging factors, our efforts to 
get to the grants were always unsuccessful 


On July 4, however, everything seemed 
right. The incessant rain-falls had flooded 
the river-head and two expert guides were 
on hand. The Swan left Kwakwani at 
7 a.m. and places of interest, one after 
another, were passed in quick succession. 
First was White Hill, now unoccupied but 
once the scene of big logging operations. 
Then the Yawacuri Creek of the larger tri- 
butaries and a productive one too. The 
Ilana tabu that diverts the main course of 
the already winding river so that one be- 
holds the colourful and majestic Red Hill 
with hundreds of holes in its side that is 
the abode of birds and snakes. From here 
one travels to Maffe lake, an unusual ex- 
panse of water held in by hills and lofty 
trees a place where a number of Arawaks 
once lived and whose waters hold the deli- 
cious Himora. Returning from these calmn 
and silent waters one again encounters the 
turbulent rushing stream of the main river. 
To the right is another lovely lake the 
Arawesa and then swinging into a 45 degree 
corner the Yawasee Grants are reached. 
From here, menare presently extracting the 
precious greenheart. Another hour's travel 
and we are at..Borahara another big green- 
heart Grant with loggers camps in full view 
at the water-side. Not far from here is the 
Himoracobra Grant, its locality and camps 
neatly kept- The creeks begin to appear 
again and this time one passes Keramcroo 
and Cooroodoon. From here to Rock-Land- 
ing and then to Poter Long Point and then 
to Doering Bank—the farthest operating. 
Grant for the present. Here too, the log 
gers camps are scattered beneath the giant 
trees at the water-front and just 50 yds 
into the Doeringbank Creek is a beautiful 
water-fall,. Its waters cascading and foaming 


as it passes over broad, red rocks and spray- 
ing the men, shoulder-deep in its waters as 
they struggle to assemble the fogs to balla- 
hoos. Further on, one passes the Marlissa 
Rapid- and little islands, here and there. 
Then on to Longlikka - a stretch of turbu- 
lent waters, rushing mightily onwards around 
a blind corner - a place that has brought 
grief to countless men when they failed to 
negotiate its whirl-pools and lost their logs. 
Another hour's journey and, passing many 
little islands, one comes to The Gate - the 
rising of two giant rocks Tone on each side] 
that now reduces the width of the river to 
hardly 25ft. The waters pass through. this 
narrow passage in an awful hurry and one 
readily sees the reason for as he passes 
The Gate and turns immediately left he 
is confronted with the gigantic waves from 
the Big Itabru - the highest and most 
dreaded waterfall on the Berbice. Between 
this fall and the Gate there is a big basin 
which some call The Devil's Cauldron for 
there is a constant churning and boiling - 


and the waters rush this way and that. 


it was now late afternoon and after feast 
ing on the spell-binding beauty around us 
trees, hills, water-falls, sunset and wondering 
at the awe-inspiring works of the Creator 
we retired to the soothing lullaby of the 
jungle’s quartette- water, rocks, wind and 
trees. 


Arising early the following day we crept 
overland and sat close beside the Big Itabru 
Here we saw her- beautiful but terrible------ 
and from the thunderous noises of her plung- 
ing waters there. seem to arise a warning 
voice that she had claimed many alife that 
ventured too far! Cautiously we crept yet a 
little further on and saw about 75 yds. away 
another fall - the Little ltabru. 


The return journey was done in good time 
because the rushing waters aided speed. We 
arrived at Borahara and Found the men ready 
forthe service. We were greeted by the 
Manager, Mr. Abel Smith of St. Paul Church 
Mr. John Reece, Councilman of the same 
church and Mr. George Dehvert, Councilman 
of Mt. Carmel Church. More then forty 
men who had not seen anyone else for many 
months, packed themselves insideand out- 
side of the little logie. Mrs. Magalee played 
the organand together - in the far jungles 


. 
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of the country- we hada wonderful service. 
The men were hungry for reading material 
and almost fought to get apiece of each 
we had to give. We slept at Borahara that 
night and very early next day we had the 
Service of Holy Communion and administer- 
ed the Lord’s Supper to the men who were 
hungry for this blessing. We could not leave 
without first promising that we would return 
at a definite date - the date, August 8th. 


Second Trip to the Grants - This time we 
had the pleasure of taking with us our Lady 
Missionaries - Miss Fague and Miss Zartman 
We first visited the Himoracobra Grants and 
the Manager and Book-keeper, Mr. M. Watson 
and Mr. |. Miller, respectively were kind 
enough to take up the huge truck two niles 
inland tothe scene of the felling and squar- 
ing operations. This wasa unique experience 
for which we were very grateful, 


We returned to Borahara that evening and 
this time met undera camp. In addition to 
the men we met on the first occasion there 
were also the ‘“‘backdam group”’ including 
Councilman Mr. Roderick Gomes from Mt. 
Carmel Church,. Mr. Watson also brought his 
men from Himoracobra and we had a big 
Fellowship service. After a hearty sing-song, 
Scripture and prayers, Miss Faguear.d Miss 
Zartman addressed the group. At the 
close of this service, we projected colour 
slides and then in the pitchy darkness of the 
night, and in rain, those from other places 
departed. 


The men declared that it was "he first time 
that such services were held for them and 
expressed the hope that they would be simi- 
larly favoured in the future. 


MT. HERMON, St. Lust. Catechist C.C. 
Fredericks. The Logging Society cf this Con- 
gregation operates in the Kamantine Creek 
a branch of the Weroni Creek. On Friday, 
July 15 the Loggers’ wives, Catechist Frede- 
ticks and the Pastor journeyed to the Kaman- 
tine. Our plans were to have a Service on 
Friday night followed by a social and then 
to leave next day, Saturday. Among the 
ladies who travelled with us was jolly 


“Mother Edwards.” 


We arrived at the camps about 3-30 p.m. 
and were greeted and welcomed by the men 
headed by Chairman, Mr. Wilfred Thom. The 


Loggers Camp’s are neatly constructed and 
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are placed in sand at the foot of a slightly 
rising hill. The lovely waters of the Kaman- 
tine flow swiftly by and sufficient trees are 
retained around the camps to make the local- 
ity enchanting and beautiful. We were struck 
by the “Assembly Hall” - a thatched and 
wattled structure which the two men con- 
structed for the purpose of worship etc. 


Before long, we were taken at the back 
dam to see the scenes of felling and squar- 
ing and return camp at twilight. About half 
an hour afterwards the alarm was given that 
Mother Edwards was missing. All hands re- 
turned to the jungles- men formed parties 
and wait off in various directions. Guns were 
fired and as men shouted their voices rever- 
berated through the dense jungle. No reply 
came from Mother Edwards and it now be- 
came apparent that she had either fallen ill 
or that she had strayed very far away. The 
pitchy darkness of the night closed in and 
disgustingly added to our feeling of helpless- 
ness. Some of us went back to the camp and 
the only gas lamp was lit. Its feeble light, 
however, could not penetrate too far through 
the jungle growth. Someone suggested the 
use of the tractor - its light and the noise of 
its engine could both be used to attract at- 
tention. However, the driver was at this time 


on leave and no one else could operate. The » 


Pastor tried and by sheer ciess-work the 
monster machine jumped torward. The 
thought of what he!pthe tractor could render 
conquered al! fear of ignorance. We drove 
her into the roads, raced the engine and kept 
up the search until early hours of the morn- 
ing then one ky one the search parties re- 
turned to camp. To be in bed and under 
shelter wes a very uncomfortable feeling 
when the thought of her, who was still in the 
jungie was yet fresh in one’s mind. Very 
early next morning, the search parties again 
went out, In daylight the tractor was operat- 
ed with more efficiency and it was used to 
good advantage. About 10.30 a.m: Mr. Archie 
Douglas and Mr. Hilbert Duggin heard the 
faint voice of the lost Mother Edwards and 
shortly afterwards located her. They fired two 
shots in quick succession- the signal for 
success and everyone converged to the scene. 
There we saw the victim, her dress torn to 
shreds in her wanderings through the night, 
her body weak and exhausted. She said she 
had strayed from the party in the belief 
that she was returning to camp but instead 
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went deeperand deeper in the forests. She 
had heard her son, Ernest's voice the night 
before andtried to answer and it was 
terrible when she heard his voice no more. 
Through the night she kept her thoughts on 
Jesus and was resigned to her fete. Next 
morning she heard the noise of the tractor 
and began to call when her voice were 
heard by the two men. 


Carrying Mother Edwards like a babe, we 
reached campaboutnoon. Assisted by Cate- 
chist Fredericks the Assembly Hall was 
blessed and fitting speeches were made by 
the Chairman, Mr.Wilfred Thom and others 
The Service was then held and the Lord's 
Supper administered. 

All ir all it wes a delightful trip into the 
Kamantine and we are grateful for the 
kino hospitality we received from the men 
of the Logging Society. 


Wedding at Mt. Olivet. On Saturday, 
August 6, our popular Headteacher, Mr. 
Basil, B. Budhu was joined in Holy Wedlock 
to his very charming sweetheart, Miss Olive 
Das. Mr Abrams presided at the organ 
and the bridegroom’s sister, Miss Cecelia 
Budhu performed the duties of bridesm: J 
and Mr Chan that of bestman. 

After the very nice Church Service the 
wedding party resaired to the school-hall 
fora very enjoyable receotion. We wish the 
wedded couple every blessing for the future. 


Emancipation Service, For the fourth 
consecutive year St. Clement, St. Mark and 
St. Catherine Congrege\ons have joined 
together in the comemoietion of this his- 
toric end blessed event. 


This year St. Clement Church was host 
and they played their part, as such, with ex- 
cellence. All things were made ready, the 
night before, for feeding over one hundred 
guests. Members of the Scots Presbyterian 
Congregational and Churches were also in- 
vitedard for the Service of Holy Commuion 
at!O a.m. The church building could hardly 
hold. Councilman Ebenezer Daphness wel- 
comed the guest preacher, the Rev. Sydney 
Hutchins and his. wife. Pastor Hutchins 
preached a very inspiring sermon. This 
Service was the highlight of the day's 
activities and recalled the former days of 
bondage and thepresent freedom - both 


/ physical and spiritual in the Lord Jesus 
christ: 


In the afternoon under the direction of 
Mr. Sydney David and with him presiding 
at the organ, the St. Clement Choir ren- 
dered a beautiful programme of anthems, 
duets, solos and recitations, High tributes 
was paid to the organist and the choristers. 


The audience at this program was pleased 
to hear appropriate speeches from Lady 
Missionaries, Miss Ruth Zartman and Miss 
Marianne Fague and greetings were brought 
by Councilmen Mr. Alfred Kesney and Mr. P. 


Quintas from theirrespective congregations. 


The Thank-offering received from the 
three congregations was as follcws:— St. 
Catherine $77. 36, St. Clement $48.76 
St. Mark $39.67. 


For all the day’s, activities, abundant 
thanks are due to Catechist G. Clarke, 
Councilman Daphness and their valiant work- 
ers of St. Clement Church. We thank and 


congratulate them most heartily. 


THE GEORGETOWN PARISH 
PASTOR P. G. HANSEN 
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN 


On Sunday evening May 29, twenty-five 
new members were received into full mem- 
bership of Epiphany congregation. This is 
one of the largest classes to be received 
for many years. Another class will be ready 
for reception this fall. The average Sunday 
attendance at services for the first half year 
was 89. 


The Women’s League held their annual 
anniversay on the afternoon of the second 
Sunday in June. Despite the rainy weather, 
the church was filled. Miss Ruth Zartman 
one of our lady missionaries, brought a very 
helpful, inspiring message. 


CALVARY LUTHERAN 


As Calvary awaits the construction of 
their new Church, the congregation is very 
active in securing furnitures for their new 
house of Worship. The new Hammond Organ 
has arrived and the congregation has also 
purchased Fifty steel folding chairs. These 
items cost the congregation nearly three 
thousand dollars. The present project is 
furnishing the chancel of the new Church. 
This is a twenty-five hundred dollars project 
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of which nearly nine hundred dollars has 
been realized. 


16 members have been received for the year 
18 are enrolled in instruction classes. These 
will be received this fall. Church atten- 
dance is on the increase. For the first half 
year, the average Sunday attendance was 
108. The congregation is making good use of 
the new steel folding chairs. 


The congregation is also maintaining their 
interest in stewardship. The average Sun- 
day offering for the first half year was $30. 
Calvary received in offerings for the first 
ten weeks of 1955 an amount equivalent to 
their apportionment (Self-Support) for the 
year. 


HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR 
AT REFORMATION, KIMBIA. 


Sunday, July 31, wasa red-letter day 
for Kimbia when, His Excellency, the Of- 
ficer Administering the Government, the 
Honourable Frances D. Jakeway, O. B.E., 
visited the mission on his way from 
Kwakwani to Mara. 


The School building was filled to cap- 
acity for the occasion and His Excellency 
and party were meton the stelling by Mr. 
Arthur Boyle, Senior Councilman of the 
Church and Chairman of the Reformation 
Comsumers Society and by Catechist O. 
Lalljie 


Mr. Frank Macedo, Chairman of the 
Logging Society extended a hearty wel- 
come to the honourable guests after which 
Mr. Boyle said that in giving assistance to 
the Cooperative Logging Societies the 
Development Programme had only con- 
sidered one secticn of the economic life 
on the river. The vastly important section 
of farming was yet neglected and he ap- 
pealed to His Excellency for the consider- 
ation of farm loans and the means of eradi- 
cating the innumerable pests throughout 
the river. 


His Excellency gave patient and sym- 
pathetic hearing to our advocates and 
promised to doallhe possibly can. After 
the meeting he visited the Consumers’ 
(Shop whichislocated under the Catechist’s 
House) and then the Church. He inspect- 
ed the building minutely and congratulat- 
ed members-on having so nice a building. 
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Farewell to Mr. Josephus Bakker. 


The members of Atonement Church, 
Ebeni, gathered on Monday evening July 
18 to say farewell to their Catechist- 
teacher prior to his departure from the 
Colony. 


In a brief service presided over by 
the Pastor, various members wished 
Mr. Bakker Godspeed and the congrega- 
tion presented him with a Parker Pen in 
appreciation of his fine accomplishments 
during his months of service, 


The School Children sang some of the 
songs he himself had taught them and the 
girls presented him with an embroidered 
handkerchief which they themselves had 
made at school. The boys gave him a. piece 
of local handicraft which they produced at 
school 


Mr. Bakker thanked them for their 
kind gifts and good wishes and promised 
to do his best in his studies as a Minister- 
ial candiaate. 


THE BEL AIR PARISH 
PASTOR E. GENE VOSSELER 


Monday September 5, 1955 was a Red 
Letter Day for Lutherans in Campbellville, 
East Coast, Demerara. ’ 


At 4.00 pm that afternoon Pastor A.R 
Bowen and Pastor G. G. Parker, acting as 
Liturgists, laid the cornerstone of a new 
$20,000 Church - Redeemer Lutheran. 


Immediately after this very impressive 
ceremony the huge crowds that attended 
walked across the “compounds to the new 
imposing Redeemer Lutheran School. 
Pastor E. Gene Vosseler, Manager of the 
School, presided over the Dedication Pro- 
gramme and greetings were brought by 
Pastor Bowen, representing the Church 
and by Mr. R. Potter, Deputy Director of 
Education, representing the Education 
Department. Mr. Potter pointed out that 
the school was Government aided. That 
Government was struggling to find a 
school space for thousands of children. A 
rough check taken at the end of March 
showed that after the Easter vacation, 
over 7,000 new children had gone out to 
school. The Department, he said was very 
grateful to the Campbellville community 
to get the school. He urged parents to send 
their children and give support to the 
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Manager and teachers. In his closing re- 
marks Pastor Vosseler said “‘what we want 
to do is totrain these children to be good 
Christian citizens. 


Redeemer school is a Government de- 
signed four-unit building, that will accom- 
modate 300 pupils. It will do much to.al- 
leviate the serious overcrowding that 
exists, in neighbouring schools. 


The present staff comprises Mr. James 
A. Sukhu, Headteacher. Mr. Dhan Paul 
Tiwari, Miss Doreen Pierre and Miss 
Shirley Wong, Mrs Louis Bone is presently 
acting-Headteacher while Mr. Sukhu is on 
eave, 


FOURTH WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
CONVENTION 


The first. Women's League Convention 
was held in 1949 when six women's groups 
were represented. Another convention 
was held in 1950 but it was not until153 
that we were organized fully and were 
recognized as an auxiliary of our 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in British 
Guiana. As we met for our fourth (second 
official) convention, thirteen of our four- 
teen active women’s groups were re- 
presented. Twoofthe fourteen, however, 
are not as yet fully affiliated leagues. The 
two new leagues since our last convention 
are those of St. Timothy church at Stanley- 
town and Nazareth Women's League No. 
3, West Coast Berbice. The total mem- 
ship is 197. 


Several of the convention sessions were 
spent in study and worship. The item of 
business that aroused the most interest 
was the matter of deciding upon a synodic- 
cal project. For years the church has 
considered establishing an Old People’s 
Heme. When the women heard that the 
church posesses.a piece of iand that 
would likely be available for this purpose 
and heard of the possibility of starting 
this project on a very small scale by 
planning to use the cottege system 
they were interested in launching out on 
this project The plan in general is that 
the cottages will be built with two rooms 
or apartments for two people. We can. 
begin with one cottage and through the 


years in proportion to the contributions 
received the project can be enlarged. At 
present the synodical Women's League 
has $ 150.00 toward the projects and we 
feel certain from the interest shown at 
convention that when all our women un- 
derstand the need and the plan trat they 
would give generously. It would be 
wonderful to have enough funds at our 
next ‘convention to enable-us to buila 
the first cottage which would be the be- 
ginning of the fulfillment of a great am- 
bition of the church. 


The officers for the coming biennium 
are: President Mrs H.C. Magalee; Vice 
President Mrs. A.R. Bowen; Secretary 
Mrs. A, Saunders; Mrs. J. Dillon. Other 
members elected to the Executive were 
Miss Olyve Steaman and Miss. Elaine 
Wagner. on 


Thesuccess of convention was evidenced 
in the desire for yearly rather than 
biennial conventions It was decided that 
in the year in which. there will be no con- 
vention, district rallies would be planned 
which more women would be privileged 
to attend. : 


We hope that more of our congrega- 
tions will be encouraged to form women's 
groups that will meet for study, worship, 
fellowship and service. 


THE LOWER COURANTYNE 


PARISH 
PASTOR G.G. PARKER (Acting) 


ST. STEPHEN—BUSH LOT. 

The members of the Church are now 
worshiping with the facilities of electric 
lights whioh have been installed in the 
Church by Mrs. Stella Kennard. We thank 
Mrs. Kennard for her generosity. 


The Luther League was re-organized by 
Catechist Edward J. Persaud and is mak- 
ing steady progress. 


The members of the Congregation and 
League are now making a house: to house 
visit to help the Catechist build. and strength- 
en the Congregation and its Organizations. 


GAMBLING AND THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 


PREFACE The Georgetown Town Coun- 
cil, several months ago, passed a motion 
supporting the establishment of a munici- 
pal lottery, The proposed is now before 
the Legislative Council for their considera- 
tion. The following statement prepared by 
Pastors Vosseller and Hansen, indicates the 
attitude of the Evangelical. Lutheran 
Church in British Guiana to.the whole 
question of gambling. 


THE HEART of the Christian faith is the 
belief that Christ came to serve and to give 
his life as a ransom for many. That cen- 
tral fact guides and determines all Chris- 
tian judgement about moral and social 
problems. We are not our own; we are 
bought with a price. Being joined to 
Christ through faith, we are to serve our 
fellowmen as a ‘‘little Christ’’. 


Ali this is reflected in one specific eth- 
ical teaching of St.Paul that has meaning 
for decision about gambling. In Ephesians 
4;28, St Paul writes ‘'Let him that stole 
steal no. more; but rather lat him labour, 
working with his hands the thing which 
is good. tnat he may have to give to him 
that needeth’’. Here the essential prin- 
ciple is that men are to work to produce 
the wherewithal to meet human need. 
Rather than steal, men are to give of 
themselves in services 


Admittedly, gambling is not often con- 
sidered stealing, for usually the victim 
is aware of the risk he takes. However 
gambling is an effort to get for one’s self 
without earning it, what another posses. 
es, and for which he usually had to. work 
It is closely akin to stealing and violates. 
the Christian teaching about work and 
service to the neighbor. 


The commandment. ‘'Théu shalt not 
covet'' also makes clear the biblical 
teaching that men are not to seek their 
own material advancement at the expense 


of others. 


In contrast. gambling is a 
effort to gain without making com 


mensurate contributions of work 
Because gambling violates this coman! 
ment and the spirit of service, it ough 
to be condemned and io be held up t 
the closest scrutiny as to its soci 
consequences. 


In actuality, gambling has led to cor 
ruption to the police and ‘public officials 
It has led to the ’'fixing ’ of both pro 
fessional amature athletic contests. | 
has provided a source of income foi 
criminals and racketeers, thus  enablin 
them to pray upon legitimate busines 
enterprise. Even in time of war, gambl 
ing led to the diversion of essential war 
materials to perpetuate and expand the 
gambling enterprise. By its strange fas- 
cination some people are led to steal and 
commit other crimes in order to continue 
in the grasp !t diverts income sometimes 
needed for family budgets to wasteful 
activities. Thus gambling undermines 
basic social health, and strengthens both 
the selfish spirit in men and the criminal 
element in society. 


It is sometimes said that small wagers 
in friendly games of chance are essentially 
harmless, These should be judged as to 
whether they bear the taint and spirit 
of gambling or not, 


Of more’serious import is the argu- 
ment that gambling perhaps through a 
lottery, is permissible if the purpose is to 
raise funds forneeded government activi- 
ties. Experience has shown that in many 
cases such government sponsored gamb- 
ling generally leads to corruption and to 
the introduction of illegitimate gambling 
controlled by criminals. 


‘'Moreover, the effort to raise public 
funds .by ‘gambling usually means that 
those least able to pray are the ones who 
provide the funds. Proper taxation, on 


the other hand, would draw upon those 


best aole to stand the financial burden of 
needed public programs. 
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